The Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Montclair

THE GAZETTE
Our Newsletter for Summer 2017
Vol. 20 Issue 11

Our Mission:
We are a liberal religious community seeking transformation
in our hearts, our homes, our community, and our world.

“People are best united not by mutual fear, but by mutual hope.”
--Adlai E. Stevenson

The Gazette is a monthly publication of:
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Montclair
67 Church Street, Montclair NJ 07042
(973) 744‐6276
Website: www.uumontclair.org

THE DEADLINE FOR
THE SEPTEMBER GAZETTE IS
MONDAY, AUGUST 21, 2017

Our office hours are Monday thru Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM and Sunday, 9:30 to 11:30 AM.
For recorded information on emergency closings and memorial services, please call the office at:
(973) 744‐6276, ext. 17

OUR MINISTERS AND STAFF:
Senior Co‐Ministers: Revs. Anya and Scott Sammler‐Michael
Music Director: Markus Grae‐Hauck, Ext. 15, musicdir@uumontclair.org
Assistant Music Director: Stearns Matthews, Ext. 15, musicassist@uumontclair.org
Affiliated Community Minister: Rev. Jackie Lahey, jaclahey@aol.com
Religious Education Program Coordinator: Iris DeLaPaz, Ext. 23, recoord@uumontclair.org
Administrator: Danielle Carlo, Ext. 12, admin@uumontclair.org
Office Manager: Jaclyn Puleo, Ext. 10, officemgr@uumontclair.org
Bookkeeper: Emilia Sadonis, Ext. 19, accountant@uumontclair.org
Facilities Manager: Gerry McCart, Ext. 14, facilities@uumontclair.org
Custodians: Danny Guevara, David Haustein, Katrina Lofton, Keith Mitchell
Licensed Counselor: Leslie Trawin, (201) 638‐4013, ltrawin@msn.com

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2017‐2018
President: Susan Raufer
Vice President: Denise Rodgers
Treasurer: Dennis Kurtti
Secretary: Sheila Eby

Trustees‐At‐Large:
Jim Abramson
Doug Andrews
Peter Arian
Brian Crooks
Kitty Cullina‐Bessey
Ellen Fenster‐Kuehl
Erin Krupa
Steven Mintz
Laura Wilson

Find us on social media!
Join us on Facebook
at UU Congregation at Montclair,
and Twitter, Instagram and YouTube
@UUMontclair.
If you have an update or announcement you
would like posted through our social networks or
on the website, send to
communications@uumontclair.org.

“No Exit” – News from our Senior Co-Ministers
We have been asked by nearly everyone who "knows" anything about New
Jersey: “What’s your exit?” While we appreciate the cultural introduction
to a state that we value for its eccentricities, we aren’t as enlivened
about our exit as we are our entrance, our new beginning.
As Shannon L. Adler reminded us “Fear is to begin with the end in
mind.” We intend to begin fearlessly with you, the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation at Montclair, with few or any expectations about our ends.
We will entrust ourselves instead to the building of relationships and we
hope in time, trust. To begin in this way is to begin together.
We have heard your hopes for the blossoming of your congregational life. We discerned the urgency expressed by that
oft repeated phrase ‐ “We will do that… when the new ministers arrive!” And we eagerly anticipate extending ourselves
in partnership to accomplish the things UUCM needs. We know you have been waiting for this new beginning for longer
than you knew our names.
Our listening has just begun. We hope you will soon discover in us a curiosity and a humility that encourage us to listen
deeply before we act or even plan. We also hope you will discover in us a resiliency and a moral core that does not balk
but faces injury and injustice with integrity and resolve. Part of what drew us to UUCM is that we saw these same traits
and convictions first in your Search Committee members, and then among your congregants. Together, we hope to
bring these traits to life in all UUCM accomplishes together. Let us enter into this work fearlessly and graciously ‐ build‐
ing our faith in one another.
In Faith and Freedom,

Revs. Anya and Scott Sammler-Michael
Senior Co‐Ministers

Religious Education: Looking Forward
I can’t believe that summer is FINALLY here! Please join us for One‐Room Schoolhouse in the Peierls Room (or in the Ro‐
tunda for Nursery). We have a lot of fun things planned! We will “Gather the Spirit” by focusing on water and encourag‐
ing stewardship and then we will “Circle the Trees” to find a deep connection with nature and all of earth’s living crea‐
tures. Gather the Spirit and Circle the Trees are multigenerational programming designed to be inclusive for all. You can
learn more at http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/multigenerational.
Don’t worry if you haven’t had a chance to register yet. You can take a minute to do so online at
https://tinyurl.com/UUCMRegistration2017‐2018 or by visiting us at the registration table in Fletcher Hall on Sundays.
Please keep in mind that next year we will be doing things a little bit differently as we will be asking every family to con‐
tribute in at least one way: by either teaching and preparing lessons 8 times, assisting in the classroom 5 times, or by
being the Classroom Community Event Coordinator hosting social events for families outside of the classroom.
For Your Calendars
6/25 Summer One‐Room Schoolhouse Begins
9/03 Summer One‐Room Schoolhouse Ends
Contact me anytime at recoord@uumontclair.org.

See you Sunday,

Iris E .DeLaPaz
Religious Education Program Coordinator

Frequently Asked Questions
What are UUCM’S office hours?
Our office hours are Monday thru Friday from 8:00 AM
to 4:00 PM and Sundays from 9:30 to 11:30 AM.
How do I schedule a meeting or reserve a space?
All requests must go through our Administrator Danielle
Carlo at admin@uumontclair.org or ext. 12. Please let
us know the time, the purpose or group and anything
needed for set‐up.
How do I schedule a meeting with a minister?
Once our new Senior Co‐Ministers arrive in August, we
will be sure to update you with their contact informa‐
tion and weekly office hours. If you need ministerial
support in the meantime, please contact the office.
Where can I park?
Although we do not have our own parking lot, there are
several parking lots or decks within easy walking dis‐
tance. For an interactive map of lots and decks, visit:
en.parkopedia.com/parking/montclair_nj/Parking. Park‐
ing is also permitted at metered spots on the street and
is free after 7:00 PM and on Sunday. The driveway at
UUCM is reserved for employees during the week and
on Sunday for those needing handicapped access ONLY.
How can I get a Member Directory?
We continuously update our member directory for
UUCM. If you are a member and need a copy, let us
know and we can email you one or send you a hard
copy in the mail. Please let us know when any revisions
are made to your address, phone number, and/or email
address so we can have the most current information in
our system.
Can I get some photocopies made?
We will be more than happy to make copies for your
UUCM‐related committee, group or event. Since the
staff is most familiar with our machines, we ask that you
submit all requests to the office during regular office
hours and we will be happy to assist you.
Who do I talk to about my Annual Pledge?
Inquiries regarding your Pledge go to our Bookkeeper
Emilia Sadonis who is in the office on Tuesdays and Fri‐
days from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Call or email
accountant@uumontclair.org to contact Emilia directly.

How do I make a monetary donation to UUCM?
Checks may be made out to UUCM. Please use the
memo line to indicate to us your intentions (i.e., Annual
Pledge, Plate Collection, MESH). You can also make do‐
nations via electronic funds transfer (EFT). Contact
Emilia Sadonis for info.
Can I make other kinds of donations to UUCM?
We do not accept donations of clothing, books or
household items. We suggest donating used clothing to
either the Salvation Army or the Red Cross. Your local
library might also be happy to accept your old books. If
you wish to donate items for our MESH Café Ministry,
please email randilynnhawkins@gmail.com.
How do I submit a reimbursement request?
All reimbursement requests must come from the head
of your committee or group and be received a week in
advance of need. Submit your receipts to your commit‐
tee leader and have them contact the Administrator to
electronically fill out the request.
How do I get an announcement into the order of ser‐
vice, Gazette or weekly email blast?
For Sunday announcements, all requests need to be sent
to our office by Wednesday. We also send out our
weekly email blast on Wednesday. All announcements
from the previous Sunday are included in the blast.
UUCM‐related events take precedence over outside
events but we do our best to accommodate all re‐
quests. Announcements must be kept short. Gazette
articles must be no longer than 250 words. Send to our
Office Mgr. Jaclyn Puleo (officemgr@uumontclair.org).
How can I provide Sunday flowers for the Chancel?
You can provide the Sunday Chancel flowers to honor a
memory or a person. The price is reasonable and your
dedication will be acknowledged in the Order of Service.
Contact Lori Alexander at yngralph@gmail.com or (973)
338‐1226 for more info.
What are child dedications?
Child dedications are our ritual way of welcoming in‐
fants and children into the congregation. They are simi‐
lar to Baptisms or Naming Ceremonies in other faith
traditions, but as UU’s, we believe that children are
born pure with original blessing, not original sin. For
members, a small child is dedicated as part of our Sun‐
day morning worship services. We also perform Child
Dedications in people’s homes.

Among Ourselves
Ongoing Groups and
Meetings

Coffee & Connections
Hour

Below are our groups that meet
on a regular basis and their up‐
coming meeting dates.
 Women’s Group – July 7 and
August 4 at 7:00 PM
 Solo UU’s – July 14 and August
11 at 7:00 PM
 Men’s Group – July 8 and Au‐
gust 12 at 8:30 AM
 Senior Lunch Bunch – July 12
& 26 and August 9 & 23 at
Noon
 The Crazy QUUilters – July 15
and August 19 at 11:00 AM
 MESH Café Ministry –
Wednesdays at 6:00 PM be‐
ginning again in September

Coffee & Connections Hour is a
great time to meet with friends
and members of the congregation
as well as make our visitors feel
welcome. Please consider hosting
by bringing food, setting up snacks
and cleaning up. There is a sign‐
up sheet posted in the kitchen on
the wall. You can sign up there or
at www.uumontclair.org/worship/
coffee‐hour/. If you would like
more info, contact Connie Thames
at temzplace@yahoo.com.

Bed & Breakfast
Program
In our bed and breakfast program,
hosts gain new friends from other
places and travelers meet hosts
who share many of their interests,
concerns, and values, enjoy com‐
fortable quarters at affordable
prices and have the opportunity to
obtain answers to their questions
about the area they are visiting.
All proceeds benefit the work of
UUCM. If you wish to host or need
accommodation, contact Carol
McGough at
carolpeckldtc@yahoo.com or
(973) 680‐1603.

Greeters Wanted!
Here’s a great way to get to know
the friendly faces walking through
the door Sunday mornings: be a
Greeter! David Hanley, chief over‐
seer of the Narthex, has a sign‐up
sheet and instructions on perform‐
ing this essential role needed Sun‐
day mornings.

Sharing Our Riches
Every month we choose to dedi‐
cate 20% of our Sunday collection
to a worthy organization to sup‐
port its activities. Consistent with
our Principles and Covenant, we
pick an array of organizations that
address hunger, homelessness,
gay rights, healthcare to under‐
served populations, and environ‐
mental issues, just to name a few.
Our congregation believes in
the inherent worth and dignity of
all and the interconnectedness of
all life, and reaching out to the
larger community is a cornerstone
of our congregational life. We
raised $521 for the Barat Founda‐
tion in March and $963.56 for
First Friends of NY/NJ in April.

Do You Shop
on Amazon.com?
Did you know you can support
UUCM by shopping on Amazon?
Visit www.uumontclair.org/amaz
on and 4% or more of your total
purchase amount will go towards
supporting UUCM. Amazon do‐
nated $225.24 for April and May
and the Amazon Smile Founda‐
tion donated $14.62.

Water Communion
Reminder
Remember to bring back some
water from your travels for our
Water Communion on September
10. You are invited to bring back a
small amount of water from
places you have visited during the
summer or from a meaningful
source. This water will be added to
our congregational bowl during
our Water Communion ceremony.

UUCM Talk and Tour
Schedule
Have you ever been curious to
learn a bit more about our beauti‐
ful Sanctuary and buildings? Our
UUCM Tour will be August 6. We
will also be leading UU 101 for any
newcomers interested in getting a
brief overview of our UU history,
beliefs and values August 20.
Meet us by the fireplace in the
Narthex after each service!

Our CommUUnity
Mart
Come visit us every Sunday at Cof‐
fee Hour! Purchase your weekly
gift cards from ShopRite and Kings
as well as many other items. Do
you need a place to display and
sell your art? We'd love to wel‐
come you as an "Artist of the
Month" at our UU Marketplace
table at our Coffee and Connec‐
tion Hour from 10:00 to 11:00 AM
each Sunday. 80% of sales go to
the artist and 20% is donated to
the U. If you would like more in‐
formation contact Arlene Dodge at
(908)889‐5784 or
adodge918@hotmail.com.

What’s Happening This Month
Our Positive Place Covenant Group
Unitarian Mental Health Pioneer Dorothea Dix was an educator and social reformer whose devotion to the
welfare of the mentally ill led to widespread international reform. She changed the lives of people singlehand‐
edly, with mental illness living in hospitals from one of misery to one of care. In 1841, she was a congregant of
William Ellery Channing in Boston, when he made a request of her, which changed the course of her life. She
began teaching Sunday school at the East Cambridge Jail, a women’s prison. She discovered the appalling
treatment of the prisoners, particularly those with mental illnesses, whose living quarters had no heat. She
immediately went to court and secured an order to provide heat for the prisoners, along with other improve‐
ments.
She began traveling around the state to research the conditions in prisons and poorhouses, and ultimately
crafted a document that was presented to the Massachusetts legislature, which increased the budget to ex‐
pand the State Mental Hospital at Worcester. But Dix wasn’t content with reforms in Massachusetts. She
toured the country documenting the conditions and treatment of patients, campaigning to establish humane
asylums for the mentally ill and founding or adding additions to hospitals throughout the country – including
the first psychiatric hospital in New Jersey. In the 1850’s she toured Europe and was responsible for similar
reforms in many countries there.
If you are a family member of a person with a mental illness, join the pioneers at Our Positive Place, UUCM’s
newest Covenant Group. We are meeting during the summer months. For information, contact Carol
McGough at 973‐680‐1603 or carolpeckldtc@yahoo.com.

Pastoral Care Ministry
In the middle of summer’s hazy, lazy days, the Pastoral Care Ministry at the UUCM wants to remind all mem‐
bers of the congregation that we are here to serve you. Throughout the year we have provided members with
transportation to and from the U so they might attend services. We have insured that people needing meals
have gotten them; written cards of celebration and sympathy; reached out with calls; and in some cases vis‐
ited members either at home or in the hospital. If you have any concerns over the summer, please feel free to
contact either Arlene Marin (973‐748‐9194) or Melissa Mintz (973‐744 ‐0889). If you need Ministerial support
in July, you can contact Rev. Jacqueline C. Lahey, our Affiliated Community Minister, at jaclahey@aol.com.
Revs. Scott and Anya Sammler‐Michael will be with us in August.
Going forward, the Pastoral Care Committee has created a structure we believe will strengthen our ministry’s
ability to service the congregational community, while at the same time maximize volunteer participation.
Through this ministry everyone in the congregation has the opportunity to serve either as a team leader or a
volunteer in one or more of the specific teams. So we encourage you to get involved. If you’d like to help with
Meals, please contact Melissa or Arlene. If you want to work with the Visits Team, contact Claudia Sanders
(973‐736‐0580) or Mary Moriarty (973‐337‐6770); to write cards, contact Kate Simmons
(k8.simmons@gmail.com); to coordinate rides, contact David Bronstein (201‐207‐9438); to make calls, contact
Marcia Mandel (973‐783‐7523). And look for us at services, particularly on August 13, when we will host Cof‐
fee Hour and be there to answer any questions.
Yours in Faith and Service,

Arlene Marin and Melissa Mintz
Co‐Chairs of the Pastoral Care Committee

UUA Junior Youth
Autumn Retreat
UUCM Middle School Youth are welcomed to regis‐
ter for the UUA Jr. Youth Autumn Re‐
treat September 9‐10, 2017. This retreat is for all
UUCM youth who will be in 6th, 7th or 8th grade in
autumn 2017. Twice a year, the UUA hosts a 24
hour retreat or CON that is filled with other UU
youth, games, music and more. It is at Camp Her‐
lich located in Patterson, NY. We will leave Satur‐
day, Sept 9 and return Sunday morning Sept 10 and
in between make memories and have a lot of
fun. Pre‐registration is required through the UUA at
http://www.uua.org/central‐
east/events/youth/ny‐patterson‐jr‐youth‐
retreat?month=2017‐09. For info, contact UUCM
parent Jill Wodnick (jillwodnick@gmail.com) who is
happy to answer questions about previous junior
youth UUA CONS and is registered as one of the
chaperones for our congregation.

Updates to Our Website
We are currently in the process of updating our
website, especially our archived sermons. If you
enjoyed a sermon delivered by Rev. Osterman or
Rev. Tomlinson, please visit the sermons page and
download the audio file before it is removed. We
plan on removing all sermons by Revs. Osterman
and Tomlinson by August 1, 2017. Please submit
any questions to Jaclyn Puleo at
officemgr@uumontclair.org.

As I See It
A Monthly Take on Race in America from the Undoing Racism Committee
The Undoing Racism Committee invites you to join us on Tuesday, July 11, 2017 from 4:30 to 8:30 PM in the
Peierls Room for our Annual Planning Retreat. We will begin planning our 2017‐18 activism, keeping in mind
UU General Assembly's Statement of conscience on Escalating Inequality, Rev. Barber's Poor People's Cam‐
paign, and introduction of The Eighth Principle, under study which would commit UU's to accountably disman‐
tle racism in ourselves and our institutions. If you cannot join us but have ideas you wish to propose, con‐
tact me at (973) 464‐8279 or gaertnerjane@comcast.net as soon as possible.
I encourage all interested to read summaries of what
happened at GA on UUA's website (www.uua.org). My
GA experience was fulfilling and I look forward to sharing
it with you. We hope you plan to attend the service on
July 9th when UUCM GA attendees will give a rousing
program about how it has inspired our work.
P.S. Markus' band at GA was amazing!

Jane Gaertner
Chair, The Undoing Racism Committee

You Can Reduce Your Use
News from our Green Sanctuary Committee
As summer is here and the rhythm of our lives are changing again, I would like to bring a special book to your
attention that might need a bit more space to be taken in and to enable us to ‘see with new eyes’: Braiding
Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer
(ISBN978‐1‐57131‐335‐5). As a botanist, Robin Wall Kimmerer has been trained to ask questions of nature
with the tools of science. As a Potawatomi woman, she embraces indigenous teachings that consider plants
and animals to be our oldest guides. She brings these frameworks of understanding together in original ways,
“taking us on a journey that is every bit as mythic as it is scientific, as sacred as it is historical, as clever as it is
wise” (Elizabeth Gilbert). She circles toward a central argument: that the awakening of the wider ecological
consciousness requires the acknowledgement and celebration of our reciprocal relationship with the rest of
the living world. For only when we can hear the languages of other beings will we be capable of understanding
the generosity of the earth, and learn again to give in return.
Happy and inspiring reading this eye and heard opening summer companion!

Silke Springorum
Chair, Green Sanctuary Committee

Good News (and Bad News) for our Bed & Breakfast Program
Since the QUUilters began the Bed and Breakfast initiative, our
staunchest supporter has been UUCM member Judy Strachan. For a
night, a weekend or longer, Judy opened her home to visitors from
around the country. One night late, we received a call from a UU in
Tennessee lamenting that her husband was in town with nowhere to
stay. Judy greeted him, prepared a room for him and entertained him
at breakfast the next morning before he went on his way. Good news
for us and the UUCM coffers and now good news for Judy that she
plans a move to California. Bad news for our B & B program. While
Deb Ellis and Hal Strelnick have become active lately ‐ good news ‐ they are remodeling their kitchen until Oc‐
tober – bad news. Frank Ippolito and Scott Seale are gracious hosts – good news – they are often traveling –
bad news! Consider opening your home for the benefit of our Congregation. We have current inquiries for
accommodations that we wish to fill. Contact Carol McGough at 973‐680‐1603 or carolpeckldtc@yahoo.com.

Sunday Remembrances
It is with great sadness that we share with you news of congregation member Ed Harris' death on May 31. A
memorial service was held in our Sanctuary on June 10..
Patrick Preblick lit a candle of memory and gratitude for her mother, who passed away 4 years ago.
We have introduced a new way of sharing remembrances during Sunday services. Instead of saying your re‐
membrance up on the Chancel, you will find a small table with candles and remembrances book in the Sanctu‐
ary on Sundays. Please write any joy or sorrow you have in the book, light a candle, and indicate whether you
want your remembrance shared or kept private. Written remembrances will capture important news and equip
your community to respond effectively to your joys and sorrows.
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The Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Montclair
Sunday Morning Worship Schedule
Services are at 10:00 AM
July 2, 2017 – “The Art of Defiance” – UUCM Member Lawrence Ramsey
July 9, 2017 – “Resist and Rejoice” – UUCM Music Director Markus Grae‐Hauck
July 16, 2017 – “Failure as a Spiritual Journey”‐ UUCM Member Hal Strelnick
July 23, 2017 ‐ “What’s Right? What’s Left?” – UUCM Member Charlene Marable
July 30, 2017 – “Some Stories About Wrestling” – UUCM Member John Wodnick
August 6, 2017 – “The Tale of Barrington Bunny” – UUCM Member Charles Loflin
August 13, 2017 – “The Personal Divine”‐ UUCM Member Jennie Wengrovius
August 20, 2017 ‐ “Who Are Our People?” – Revs. Anya and Scott Sammler‐Michael
August 27, 2017 ‐ “Reverence in an Age of Arrogance” – Revs. Anya and Scott Sammler‐Michael

