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In the Interim
In sermons over the past year, I’ve shared life lessons learned from SCUBA diving. One thing I’ve
learned is that life is short, precious, and some opportunities only present themselves once; so,
say “yes,” if at all possible, when special opportunities arise.
Such an opportunity presented itself when I was invited to go SCUBA diving in the Philippines. At
first I dismissed the idea, certain that I couldn’t be gone for two weeks in March. Then I
recognized my ego and misguided sense of self‐importance speaking. This religious institution
has prospered for over a century and will, I hope, thrive long into the future without me. I
reminded myself that UUCM’s very capable paid staff works hard to keep the institution running
smoothly and you, the committed volunteers, do most of the best things that happen here.
“Ministry,” to quote Rev. Gordon McKeeman, “is what we all do–together.” Once I remembered
all of that, and consulted with UUCM’s elected leaders and my own professional advisors, I said
“yes” to this unique opportunity.
I will be in Dumaguete, and then Puerto Galera, in the Philippines 2‐18 March. I promise not to talk about diving in my
sermon on Sunday, 19 March, but I will certainly be doing some sermon research underwater and some deep reflection
while ashore.
I will not be checking emails or responding to text messages or phone calls while I am away. I trust that with Rev. Judy’s
support and the guidance of the Board of Trustees you’ll do well in my absence.
Yours in faith,

Interim Senior Minister

Shared Ministry
One of his students asked Buddha, “Are you the messiah?”
“No”, answered Buddha.
“Then are you a healer?”
“No”, Buddha replied.
“Then are you a teacher?” the student persisted.
“No, I am not a teacher.”
“Then what are you?” asked the student, exasperated.
“I am awake,” Buddha replied.
During my 6 week sabbatical I have had the opportunity to go down Memory Lane. I have been
sorting papers and photographs in preparation for presenting my Odyssey (spiritual life story) to
my Religious Education and ministerial colleagues in May. I awakened to my personal and
professional history; goals, losses, failures, achievements and spiritual awakenings.
All that life has prepared me for the next major chapter of my life and given me the confidence to set off into the un‐
known. This time with a companion, my husband Rob, and a family that will be happy to have me close. Yet so many things
remain open. Though we have picked an area, we do not have an address. While Rob can take his computer and write
from any locale, I don’t yet know what work I’ll be doing.
I pray for the faith to move forward unafraid, to not shut down. I pray to once again hear a calling. I pray for our congrega‐
tion to awaken to the current religious landscape, to embrace new challenges and new professional leadership.
What are you doing to awaken and stay woke?

Associate Minister

Religious Education: Looking Forward
We had an absolutely beautiful month. For Valentine’s Day, after reading the
book The Journey by Francesca Sanna, we dug into our Unitarian Universalist
traditions and made Valentines for the mayor of Montclair, asking to look
into his heart to make Montclair a sanctuary city. It was very cute; you can
see some pictures on our facebook page.
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/1078191248877955/)
This month we have a ton of fun and exciting things coming up and we could
really use your help. The 9th grade Coming of Age class is going to New York
City on March 17th for YSOP (Youth Service Opportunities Project), an
experience where our youth get to see what homelessness and food
insecurity looks like first‐hand and we still need chaperones. If you’re
interested in participating in this overnight please email me at recoord@uumontclair.org.
I am also still in the midst of planning and executing a Purim Carnival for March 12th. Purim is a fun Jewish holiday where
good triumphs against evil. There are many aspects of this carnival and any bit of support is appreciated.
For Your Calendars
3/2 (Thurs) Family Meetup at the Montclair Art Museum
3/4 (Sat) RE Committee Retreat
3/12 Children’s Chapel: Purim
4/15 (Sat) 6th‐9th Grade Community Building Event
See you Sunday,

Iris E .DeLaPaz
Religious Education Program Coordinator

On That Note…News from our Music Director
During the last several weeks, we have sung the hymn “Woyaya” in each of our Sunday services. For those of you who
missed it, here are the lyrics:
We are going
Heaven knows where we are going
But we know within
And we will get there
Heaven knows how we will get there
But we know we will
It will be hard, we know
And the road will be muddy and rough
But we’ll get there
Heaven knows how we will get there
But we know we will
These words have resonated with me, as they seem very appropriate to our time. The hymn is based on a song that was
recorded in 1971 by the Ghanaian band Osibisa, and later covered by Art Garfunkel, Sweet Honey in the Rock, and others
(you can find some of these versions on YouTube ‐ just search for “Woyaya”). Of course we know that all great art appeals
to a large variety of people, but I am still amazed when I think of the unique circumstances, location, and time in which the
song was written ‐ a reality quite different from ours, yet clearly an experience we can share.

Markus Grae-Hauck
Music Director

Ministerial Search Committee
Our yearlong search process is at an intense time. During February and
March we’re spending one weekend each with our four ministerial pre‐
candidates. So far, the pre‐candidates have been very impressed with the
energy and commitment of our congregation and community. The
ministers are excited about our tradition of social justice activism, our
commitment to lay leadership development, and our desire for
meaningful and stimulating worship. The Montclair area is also attractive‐‐
ministers are enthusiastic about our “urban suburb” feel, its diversity, and
its progressive values.
By the middle of March, we will complete our weekend‐long interviews and then come to a decision on the best
minister for our congregation now. We then offer the position, negotiate the terms, and work on an announce‐
ment to the community, probably around early/mid April. Please mark your calendars for Candidating Week,
April 29 ‐ May 7.
This is the prayer we use to welcome our candidates:
A Prayer of New Beginning by Laurie Stuart
In the spirit of community and a sense of purpose in our ministry:
Let us commence the discovery of our strengths, our concerns, our grief and our joy.
Let this journey be one of love, authenticity and reverence.
Let us shape our lives, our work and our days as an expression of that joy,
that love and of our commitment to service and to each other.
Thank you for your support and love along the way. It shows!
We are your Ministerial Search Committee: Peter Arian, John Carlton, Nancy Felix, Erin Krupa, Lawrence Ramsey,
Chelsea Vaughn Showalter and Connie Thames ‐ search@uumontclair.org

News from the Board
Our pledge drive is kicking into high gear. If you haven’t made your pledge yet, it could be just that “I never
seem to get around to it.” But often, particularly for new members, it may be that you don’t know how much to
pledge. How much is the right amount for you?
As much as we would like to, we actually can’t tell you. We can’t tell you what to believe, and we can’t tell you
how much it should cost you to attend UUCM. Some hard mathematical figures we can give you are the follow‐
ing: It costs approximately $2,000 per adult member per year just to keep the lights on and the building run‐
ning. Our aspirational goal is that members pay three percent of income.
We have important work to do. We need to be there for each other in our significant phases of life. We need to
educate our children and ourselves, and we need to take a stand on the issues of our day. We need to ensure
that in the doing we are meeting our obligations to compensate our staff fairly.
Here’s how much to give: give an amount that becomes a source of pride for you.

Sue Raufer
Vice President, Board of Trustees

Frequently Asked Questions
What are UUCM’S office hours?
Our office hours are Monday thru Friday from 8:00 AM
to 4:00 PM and Sundays from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM.
How do I schedule a meeting or reserve a space?
All requests must go through our Administrator Danielle
Ramcharan at admin@uumontclair.org or ext. 12.
Please let us know the time, the purpose or group and
anything needed for set‐up.
How do I schedule a meeting with a minister?
Please contact our ministers directly if you wish to make
an appointment to meet with them as they maintain
their own schedules. Please know that our ministers do
not schedule appointments on Mondays.
Rev. Osterman: Justin.osterman@uumontclair.org
Rev. Tomlinson: judyatomlinson@gmail.com
Where can I park?
There are 6 parking areas within easy walking distance.
Parking is permitted at metered spots on the street and
is free after 7:00 PM and on Sunday. Please note that
the driveway at UUCM is reserved for employees during
the week and on Sunday for those needing handicapped
access ONLY.
How can I get a Member Directory?
We continuously update our member directory for
UUCM. If you are a member and need a copy, let us
know and we can email you one or send you a hard
copy in the mail. Please let us know when any revisions
are made to your address, phone number, and/or email
address so we can have the most current information in
our system.
Can I get some photocopies made?
We will be more than happy to make copies for your
UUCM‐related committee, group or event. Since the
staff is most familiar with our machines, we ask that you
submit all requests to the office during regular office
hours and we will be happy to assist you.
Who do I talk to about my Annual Pledge?
Inquiries regarding your Pledge go to our Bookkeeper
Emilia Sadonis who is in the office on Tuesdays and Fri‐
days from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Call or email
accountant@uumontclair.org to contact Emilia directly.

How do I make a monetary donation to UUCM?
Checks may be made out to UUCM. Please use the
memo line to indicate to us your intentions (i.e., Annual
Pledge, Plate Collection, Seasons of Life Fund, Sharing
Our Riches, MESH). You can also make donations via
electronic funds transfer (EFT). Contact Emilia Sadonis
for info.
Can I make other kinds of donations to UUCM?
We do not accept donations of clothing, books or
household items. We suggest donating used clothing to
either the Salvation Army or the Red Cross. Your local
library might also be happy to accept your old books. If
you wish to donate items for our MESH Café Ministry,
please email randilynnhawkins@gmail.com.
How do I submit a check request?
All check requests must come from the head of your
committee or group and be received a week in advance
of need. Submit your receipts to your committee leader
and have them contact the Administrator to electroni‐
cally fill out the request.
How do I get an announcement into the order of ser‐
vice, Gazette or weekly email blast?
For Sunday announcements, all requests need to be sent
to our office by Wednesday. We also send out our
weekly email blast on Wednesday. All announcements
from the previous Sunday are included in the blast.
UUCM‐related events take precedence over outside
events but we do our best to accommodate all re‐
quests. Announcements must be kept short. Gazette
articles must be no longer than 250 words. Send to our
Office Mgr. Jaclyn Puleo (officemgr@uumontclair.org).
How can I provide Sunday flowers for the Chancel?
You can provide the Sunday Chancel flowers to honor a
memory or a person. The price is reasonable and your
dedication will be acknowledged in the Order of Service.
Contact Lori Alexander at yngralph@gmail.com or (973)
338‐1226 for more info.
What are child dedications?
Child dedications are our ritual way of welcoming in‐
fants and children into the congregation. They are simi‐
lar to Baptisms, Christenings or Naming Ceremonies in
other faith traditions. For members, a small child is
dedicated as part of our Sunday morning worship ser‐
vices. We also perform Child Dedications in people’s
homes.

Among Ourselves
Snow Cancellation
Possibilities
It is impossible to predict all of the
winter weather conditions that
might warrant the closing of
UUCM. This is especially true for
services on Sunday morning when
no one would want us to be
closed. In an effort to provide an
approach that might enable mem‐
bers and friends to anticipate
what to expect, the following
guidelines are being offered:
1) In the event of a major snow
storm on a Saturday night/Sunday
morning:
 The office voicemail (973‐744‐
6276, ext. 17), our website
(www.uumontclair.org) and
Facebook page will all be up‐
dated as soon as possible;
 If a snowfall of over 5” has
occurred
on
Saturday
night/Sunday morning, there
will be one service only at
11:00 AM; Coffee Hour will be
held after the service.
 If a snowfall of over 10” has
occurred
on
Saturday
night/Sunday morning, there
will be no services held on
that Sunday.
2) Don’t take any unnecessary
chances. If you feel that there is
significant reason to question your
safety while traveling on the
streets, stay home.
3) If an ice storm is in progress,
stay home.
4) For an evening or Saturday
meeting or event, if 5” or more
fall, the event will be cancelled.
You can also call the office voice‐
mail at (973) 744‐6276, ext. 17, or
check the website for info.

Greeters Wanted!
Here’s a great way to get to know
the friendly faces walking through
the door Sunday mornings: be a
Greeter! David Hanley, chief over‐
seer of the Narthex, has a sign‐up
sheet and instructions on perform‐
ing this essential role needed Sun‐
day mornings.

UUCM Talk and
Tour Schedule
Have you ever been curious to
learn a bit more about our beauti‐
ful Sanctuary and buildings? Our
UUCM Tour will be March 5th. We
will also be leading UU 101 for any
newcomers interested in getting a
brief overview of our UU history,
beliefs and values March 19th.
Meet us by the fireplace in the
Narthex after each service!

Our CommUUnity
Mart
Come visit us every Sunday at Cof‐
fee Hour! Purchase your weekly
gift cards from ShopRite and Kings
as well as many other items. Do
you need a place to display and
sell your art? We'd love to wel‐
come you as an "Artist of the
Month" at our UU Marketplace
table at our Coffee and Connec‐
tion Hour from 10:00 to 11:00 AM
each Sunday. 80% of sales go to
the artist and 20% is donated to
the U. We're delighted to wel‐
come a new "Artist of the Month"
for March, Liz Sobkiw. She will be
sharing her original watercolor
paintings, inspired by nature and
the world around her. We'd love
to see you at the table. If you
would like more information con‐
tact Arlene Dodge at (908)889‐
5784 or adodge918@hotmail.com.

Bed & Breakfast
Program
In our bed and breakfast program,
hosts gain new friends from other
places and travelers meet hosts
who share many of their interests,
concerns, and values, enjoy com‐
fortable quarters at affordable
prices and have the opportunity to
obtain answers to their questions
about the area they are visiting.
All proceeds benefit the work of
UUCM. If you wish to host or need
accommodation, contact Carol
McGough at carol‐
peckldtc@yahoo.com or (973)
680‐1603.

Seasons of Life
Fund
The Seasons of Life Fund is an out‐
let for self‐expression at the mile‐
stone moments of life: the birth of
a child, the death of a parent, a
dear friend’s benchmark birthday.
Created with a win‐win between
you and the congregation in mind,
The Seasons of Life Fund accepts
donations in any amount to be
used toward programs and ser‐
vices that fulfill our mission.

Do You Shop on
Amazon.com?
Did you know you can support
UUCM just by shopping on Ama‐
zon? Visit
www.uumontclair.org/amazon
and 4% or more of your total pur‐
chase amount will go towards sup‐
porting UUCM.

What’s Happening This Month

A team of your fellow members has been hard at work to make this year’s annual Pledge Drive a success. Following up
on last year, when we increased our giving an amazing 13%, many are joining our team to do even better this year. We
are doing even more one on one canvassing, the most effective way to build our community’s strength while inspiring
generous giving. Please respond to our calls, take a look at your annual budget, and if you are able, consider a pledge of
3% of your income. UUCM is doing many great things to shore up our foundation for a new minister and your financial
contribution is one of the best ways to both express your commitment and respond to the many spiritual and social
challenges we see before us. Thanks to this great community, we’re confident we’ll have another successful drive. Thank
YOU for doing your part to make our Congregation the vital, important place that it is! 100% Committed, Now More
Than Ever!

Coffee and Connections Hour

Ongoing Groups and Meetings

Coffee and Connections Hour is a great time to meet
and catch up with friends and members of the congre‐
gation as well as make our visitors feel welcome. Please
consider hosting a Coffee Hour by bringing food, setting
up snacks for the congregation and cleaning up. There
is a sign‐up sheet at every coffee hour posted in the
kitchen on the wall. You can sign up there or
at http://www.uumontclair.org/worship/coffee‐hour/.
If you need any help, including during coffee hour, or
would like more information, please contact Connie
Thames at temzplace@yahoo.com.

Below are our groups that meet on a regular basis and
the dates when they are meeting this month. Please
visit our website at www.uumontclair.org to learn
more!
 Women’s Group – March 3rd at 7:00 PM
 Senior Lunch Bunch – March 8th & 22nd at Noon
 Solo UU’s – March 10th at 7:00 PM
 Men’s Group – March 11th at 8:30 AM
 The Crazy QUUilters –March 18th at 11:00 AM
 MESH Café Ministry – Wednesdays at 6:00 PM

Pastoral Care Ministry
The Pastoral Care Committee (PCC) continues to expand its ministry at UUCM. This month we have served fourteen
members of the congregation with rides to services, meals, at home visits, calls and cards. It is our hope to include the
wider congregation in these efforts. We will be setting up online applications to facilitate volunteer efforts. This month
we have the following message from the rides team.
Volunteer Drivers Needed! The Pastoral Care Committee seeks volunteers to drive UU members in need to Sunday ser‐
vices. Click on this link to sign up: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aadab22a3fa7‐driving). We're also looking to
fill other members' transportation needs, such as driving them to doctor's appointments, etc. If you're interested, please
contact David Bronstein at dbbronst@gmail.com or 201‐207‐9438.
Co‐Chairs ‐ Arlene Marin (973‐748‐9194 /arlenemarin@hotmail.com) and Melissa Mintz (973‐744‐0889
/whit.mintz@verizon.net).

Sunday Remembrances










From Christian Turek: For the loss of my French cousin Murielle Pommar who died after a lifelong illness. And for
my cousin Andrei Joliot, diagnosed with a serious illness and for his new bride, Natalia.
From Isabel Conway who is convalescing from gall bladder surgery on January 27th.
From Mary Moriarty: A friend who has been diagnosed with an aggressive & advanced form of cancer.
From Ginny Crooks: Friend and accomplished musician, Chris Griffin, died by his own hand because he feared his
medical problems made him a burden to his friends.
From Jason Brome: My aunt Mavis passed away after a long battle with cancer. Please keep my Uncle Stan and
his family in your thoughts and prayers.
From Sarah Scalet: Gratitude to Teresa DeSousa for organizing a busload of people to attend the historic
Women’s March on Washington.
From Lawrence Ramsey: Veronique’s uncle Theo passed away in Veronique’s hometown of Almelo, The Nether‐
lands. He was beloved by Rowan, Lanka and Lawrence as well.
It is with great sadness that we share with you news of the death of longtime UUCM member Joan Burress on
February 1st. A memorial service for Joan will be held on Sunday, February 26 at 2:30pm in our Sanctuary.
From Lauren Carlton: I ask the congregation to offer a prayer or thought to help my in‐laws find peace in their
struggles with trauma and illness.

.

We have introduced a new way of sharing remembrances during Sunday services. Instead of saying your remembrance
up on the Chancel, you will find a small table with candles and remembrances book in the Sanctuary on Sundays. Please
write any joy or sorrow you have in the book, light a candle, and indicate whether you want your remembrance shared or
kept private. Written remembrances will capture important news and equip your community to respond effectively to
your joys and sorrows.

As I See It
A Monthly Take on Race in America from Members of the Undoing Racism Committee
Often when we think of women warriors, the image of women with weapons and suits of armor come to mind.
But we members of the Undoing Racism Committee wish to memorialize another kind of woman warrior in the persons
of Joan Burress and Nancy Shakir, two longtime UUCM members who died this past February.
Joan Burress was a very unassuming person who often displayed a self‐deprecating sense of humor that reminded us to
not take ourselves too seriously. She served on several projects within URC and was a staunch believer in the work of
the People’s institute for Survival and Beyond (PISAB). She helped to conduct anti‐racism workshops for young people as
well. Joan was also one of the first to volunteer as a tutor when retired principal Frank Rennie started our After School
Tutorial Program and remained a tutor until her illness prevented her from participating.
When Nancy Shakir relocated to North Carolina in 2008, she remained an active UU. She was also active in the Moral
Monday Movement, ran for Congress and worked tirelessly for voting rights in an increasingly hostile environment.
Here at UUCM, we remember Nancy for her work as a Board member, Sunday Service leader and founding member of
the Undoing Racism Committee. Her expertise as a teacher, media person and poet extended to the larger community
where she organized lecture series and train‐the‐trainer sessions for anti‐racism work.
Our love and gratitude extend to these two memorable warriors for peace and justice.
In other URC news, the URC is hosting a Jazz Brunch on Sunday, March 12th, at 12:30 PM in honor of Women’s History
Month with music by Denise Hamilton and Melvin Davis. There will also be a presentation of "Race, Racism and Black
Women's Health" by Dr. Denise Rodgers who will discuss the potential adverse impacts of racism, what is race as it per‐
tains to health and disparities in health outcomes. Please visit: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jazz‐brunch‐honoring‐
womens‐history‐month‐music‐and‐more‐tickets‐32028301512 to RSVP or email uucmurc@gmail.com for more info.

Becky Doggett
The Undoing Racism Committee

Blue Jean Sunday
Blue Jean Sunday is coming on April 9th! It is our day to wear blue jeans to service and then stay to give an hour and a
half of our precious time helping to make UUCM and its grounds really sparkle. This is an annual event and it allows all of
us of every age and capability to work together on projects that include raking leaves, weeding, pruning, small paint
jobs, cleaning pews and windows AND feeding all our bUUsy bees a delicious, nutritious lunch.
Here is how it works: Sign up at Coffee Hour during Sundays in March. You can choose what project to work on, what
tools you should bring, and which session you are volunteering for (Session 1 is from 10:30 AM to 12 Noon, and Session
2 is from 12:30 to 2:00 PM). Lunch is served for all workers from Noon to 12:30 PM. Just sign up and come to Fletcher
Hall on BJS (with the tools that you have brought for your project), and you will be given instructions on how to proceed.
Persons of all ages are encouraged to participate, but young children must be accompanied by an adult who will work
with the child. All consumable materials required will be furnished, but each person should bring their own tools if tools
are required for the project of choice.
Blue Jean Sunday is sponsored by the Religious Education Program and the work projects are organized by the Buildings
and Grounds Committee. This is a really fun event, so let us know that you’re coming so that we can plan adequately.
Email recoord@uumontclair.org for more information.

UUA Presidential Candidates
Forum
Join us on April 1 for
Better Together: Central
East Region Leadership
Day and UUA Presidential
Candidates Forum at Cedar Lane UU Church, Bethesda,
MD. The day will consist of a 90 minute forum with the
presidential candidates answering your questions and
moderated by UUA Moderator, Jim Key, followed by
lunch and afternoon workshops. Details and registration
at https://www.uua.org/central‐east/programs/better‐
together‐central‐east‐region‐leadership‐day‐and‐uua‐
presidential
Can't attend in Maryland? We have several local
livestreaming locations available which can be found at:
https://www.uua.org/node/182641
Details, registration and additional sites as they are
added can be found at www.uua.org/node/182641
If you would like to submit questions for consideration
of the candidates to answer, you can do so by visiting:
https://uua.wufoo.com/forms/p8ip0gd1r6kfrr/
To learn more about the Presidential Election process
visit www.uua.org/uuagovernance/elections/president
If your congregation would like to host a livestreaming
site, contact Andrea Lerner at
alerner@uua.org or 484‐201‐4384

Covenant Groups
Covenant Groups are small group ministries that pro‐
vide an opportunity for us to get to know each other
through shared interests, topic discussions and time
together where we share our thoughts, feelings and
ideas. You can find contact information and detailed
descriptions of the groups on our website and in bro‐
chures located in the welcome area of the main build‐
ing.
Groups include (leaders are in parenthesis):
 Soul Matters (Rev. Judy Tomlinson)
 Short Fiction Reading Group (Irene Sanderson)
 Meditation (Maggie Landowski)
 What is God? (Stephen Bryant)
 Poetry (Ginny Crooks)
 Life Transitions and Personal Growth (Charles Loflin)
 Writing As A Spiritual Practice (Laura Wilson)
 ART and SOUL (Veronique Ramsey)
 Food Diplomacy (Nelia Sellers)
We are happy to add a new Covenant
Group! Our Positive Place covenant group welcomes
family members of people with a mental illness. Our
mission is empowerment, friendship and support. In a
confidential setting, we strive to increase hope and op‐
timism and reduce isolation by sharing experiences with
others who are traveling a similar path. For more infor‐
mation, contact Carol McGough, 973‐680‐1603
or carolpeckldtc@yahoo.com.
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The Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Montclair
Sunday Morning Worship Schedule
Services are at 9:00 and 11:00 AM
March 5, 2017 ‐ “Love is the Water That Wears Down the Rock” ‐ Rev. Audette Fulbright Fulson
March 12, 2017 ‐ “Sign of the Times” – Rev. Rob Gregson
March 19, 2017 ‐ “Our Ten Syllables” ‐ Rev. Dr. Justin S. Osterman
March 26, 2017 ‐ “Deeper is Different” ‐ Rev. Dr. Justin S. Osterman

